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OVERVIEW ²THE BIG PICTURE

Looking at the Serial Set from 50,000 feet



How big is the Serial Set?

More than:

Á16,000 Volumes

Á3/5 th of a mile of shelf space

Á400,000 individual 
publications

Á13,000,000 pages



How big is the Serial Set?

Between the 15 th and 111 th Congress (1817 -2010) the following publications are 
included:

Á275,000 House and Senate Reports

Á100,000 House and Senate Documents

Á700 Hearings (classified as either reports or documents)

Á300 Journals (both House and Senate)

Á300 Court of Claims Reports



What®s in the Serial Set

The Serial Set contains the House and Senate Documents and the House and Senate 

Reports. 

The reports are usually from congressional committees dealing with proposed legislation 

and issues under investigation. The documents include all other papers ordered printed 

by the House or Senate. Documents cover a wide variety of topics and may include 

reports of executive departments and independent organizations, reports of special 

investigations made for Congress, and annual reports of non -governmental organizations. 

During the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, executive -branch materials were 

also published in the Serial Set .

http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/amlaw/lwss.html



What®s in the Serial Set

An overview  shows the following types of information: 

¶ Congressional journals, administrative reports, directories, manuals, and related internal 

publications

¶ Congressional reports on public and private legislation considered during each Congress

¶ Reports resulting from congressionally commissioned or conducted investigations

¶ Annually submitted reports from federal executive agencies reviewing current problems and 

activities under agency purview

¶ Extended series of survey, research, and statistical publications developed by executive agencies

¶ Selected annual or special reports of nongovernmental agencies.

Congressional Information Service. CIS Serial Set Index, part 1, vol. I (Washington, DC: Congressional lnformationService, Inc., 1977), p. vi.



Growth of the Serial Set

The Serial Set:  Its Make-up and Content, Chapter 1.2013



SERIAL SET NUMBERING & 
ORGANIZATION

A brief word



Numbering

The serial number is a unique number applied to 

̅́̃  ̈̂̏̏  ̋̓̔́̒̔̉̎  ̗̇̉̔  ̈̔̈  ̅ˑ˕̔  ̈ˣ̏̎̇̒̅̓̓Ψˌ ˴̈  ̅

documents and reports series have three numbers:

Åan individual report or document -publication 

number,

Åa volume number of each series for each session 

of Congress, and

Å the serial number.

http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/amlaw/lwss.html

________________

Note:  I disagree with the not adding Serial Set numbers for citation.   Given the various ways of 

citing Serial Set publications, whatever you can do to help the person who is reading the citation 

to find the publication in question is useful Υespecially with older material. But this is much less 

important if you are working with an online collection..  

Size matters

Prior to the 96 th Congress (1979) the Reports and 
Documents in the Serial Set were bound by size as 
some documents were much larger than others.   

Publication numbering

Report and document numbers carry through each 
congress, except:

ÁSenate/House documents, 15 thΥ59th Cong (1817 Υ
1907) 

ÁHouse reports 16 thΥ46th Cong (1819 Υ1981)

These are renumbered for each session.  

http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/amlaw/lwss.html


An example

Each publication 

ÁWas published during a 
specific congress

ÁIs a report or document 

ÁWas assigned a publication 
number 

Each is grouped in order by 
publication type (report or 
document) and assigned a 
Serial Set volume number.  



Spines of volumes



Numbering and organization

The 1909 Checklist introduction has 
background on details of the Serial Set to 
that time.  

The Congressional Tables (p.4, 1909 
Checklist) detail what is bound into each 
Serial Set volume.

Publications are bound, by session, in the 
following order:
Å Senate Journal

Å House Journal,

Å Senate Reports 

Å House Reports

Å Senate Documents 

Å House Documents



Numbering in citations

Most citations show the title of the publication, date of publication, and the 
report or document number.   Rarely do they show the Serial Set volume 
̎̍̂̅̕  ̒̏  ̒˳̅̓̓̉̏̎́  ̖̌̏̌̍̕  ̅ˈ˩Ν̖  ̅̏̎̌  ̙̖̅̅  ̒̓̅̅  ̎̓̅̓̓̉̏̎́  ̖̌̏̌̍̕  ̅̎̍̂̅̒̕  ̓
shown by mistake Υand they are easy to spot as the number used is so low).  
Using the printed Serial Set, this resulted in a lot of lookups to find the Serial 
Set volume number for the publication.

The good news :  the Serial Set volume number ceases to be 
as important in the online environment 

(assuming each of the reports and documents are individually indexed)



Sample citation  

U.S. Congress.  Joint 
Committee on Internal Revenue 
Taxation. Examination of 
˰̒̅̓̉̄̅̎  ̔ˮ̘̉̏̎Ν  ̓˴́  ̘˲̅̔̒̎̕  ̓
for 1969 -1972.  93rd Cong., 
2nd sess., 1974, S. Rept 768.



PUBLICATION TYPES

Getting down to the nitty -gritty



Publication Types - Journals

Journals are the minutes of what happened each day.  It includes bills introduced, 
motions made, roll call (yea/nay) votes, lists of executive branch communications.

Until quite recently, like many Congressional publications, there is no table of contents 
for the journals.  Users need to scroll through, or view thumbnails, to find content.   

Helpful hints:

ÁAt the top of each page the date or section is listed.

ÁThe subject index starts approximately 2/3 rds of the way through the volume. 

ÁIn early years the bill index was incorporated into the subject index (i.e. House Bills 
are found under H) 



Publication Types - Journals

¶15thς82nd Congress (1817ς1952), House Journals

¶15thς82nd Congress (1817ς1952), Senate Journals

¶Prior to the 15th Congress, and after the 82nd Congress, the Journalswere 
published outside of the Serial Set.  



Publication Types - Journals

Each session starts with the roll 
of members listed by state.



Publication Types - Journals

After the roll of 
members if the record of 
proceedings for each 
day, including roll call, 
or yea/nay, votes.



Publication Types - Journals

Bills are noted by 
number (there may be 
exceptions to this), 
making this is a great 
tool to use for bill 
tracking.  



Publication Types - Journals

The indexes include a 
subject index and a bill 
index referring users to 
the page, section, or 
date, in the Journal 
where the bill is 
mentioned.

Indexes start 
approximately 2/3rds of 
the way through the 
volume (there is no table 
of contents)


